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1.0 SUMMARY

This is the seventy first monthly progress report. There were four areas of significant
activity this month: - ‘ 4

e Stabilization YRM - The groundwater extraction wells 110 and 120 and the
pretreatment system continued to operate during May with no problems. The Soil
Vapor Extraction (SVE) System still has not become operational because of software
problems. This item of concern will be addressed in 3.0 Jeopardy Tasks.

e Sediment Removal IRM - The revision of this réport is still not complete but should
be submitted to EPA by the end of June. Tt has been held up by other efforts. '

« On-Site TRM - OnMay 21, the EPA raised some concerns about elevated levels of
PCBs remaining at the 2 ft depthin 2 small spot area of SWMU #5 on the Warwick
Property. Ciba will address this concern in June.

e Pawtuxet River CMS Report - Ciba and its consultants started work on the CMS
' report in mid-April. We anticipate preparation of a “focused” report similar to the
On-Site CMS, where only 3-4 alternatives will be considered for evaluation/selection.

The CMS will be addressed further below. rll S
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2.0 TASKS AND ACTIVITIES COMPLETED '

Sampling and other task activities are reported here,
2.1 Sampling Activities Completed

The preliminary metals results from the April 30 to May 2 re-sampling of the 17
groundwater monitoring wells in the Production Area indicates that the concentrations
(total/soluble) are essentially the same as the RFI measurements. On the other hand,
the significant decline in volatile organics has been confirmed. These results will be
provide in the June monthly report.

2.2. Media Protection Standards (MPS)

'On May 3, 1996, Ciba submitted preliminary media protection standards (MPS) for six

volatiles-found in the Production Area groundwater and identified the point(s) of
compliance as the river sediment wells (SW-110, 120, 130). It-is our understanding ,
that the fina! selection of MPS and the related compliance points will be handled in the <<~ sl
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The Soil Vacuum Extraction (SVE) system has still not been started up continuously O Fur

because of software programming errors. Ciba has hired Advanced Automation AP AL T A

Associates to replace the original SVE vendor, RSI, who was unable to reprogramthe gue- ¢ o
cqntrol software. Cprrently,' it wguld be potengally unsafe to operate the SVE Foh HEAP pittic
without the appropriate automated shutdowns in place.
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4,0 OTHER TASKS UNDERWAY | E-17-9¢ 1%

4.1 Pawtuxet River CMS

On May 28, 1996, Ciba and its consultants held a teleconference call with USEPA to
discuss comments on Ciba’s outline for the Corrective Measures Study (CMS) Report. Discos s
Ciba has proposed preliminary MPS for groundwater only (and not sediment). During e_____;_'_j___é#‘

%Chis@Bhfrence call, the results of the ecological rigk assessment were highlighted. R R—"

:ﬁCiba understood that, although USEPA agreed with Ciba’s approach, they would have
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to discuss it further internally. To facilitate the CMS, Ciba will continue preparation
of the report without sediment MPS, which we believe are not appropriate for site

N T
related compounds. e iUl sTvPT T

4.2 SWMU #5

Ciba reviewed the incremental lifetime cancer risk (ILCR) that might result from the

elevated PCB concentrations remaining at SWMU #5 if they were assumed to be /
entirely the 1260 species and if future residents were somehow exposed to the subsoil.

We have concluded that the ILCR would be in the 10" range. However, we are

evaluating whether the risk can be lowered further by a spot removal of the elevated S /
concentrations. A response will be submitted to EPA in June for action/no action.
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S 50 DATA OBTAINED

No data was obtained during May. We anticipated reports on the resampling of the
Production Area wells and effectiveness of the Groundwater Stabilization IRM in
June. :

6.0 PROBLEM AREAS

There are no problems, which are not being resolved, ina timely manner.

7 0 SCHEDULE OF TASKS (next two months)

The following tasks will be started, on-going, or completed in June and July.

o Finish the Sediment Removal IRM Report (June)
+ e Startup the SVE continuously (June)

— e Continue the River CMS Report (Yune-July)

" Address PCBs Remaining at SWMU #5 (July)

8.0 CHANGES IN WORK PLAN

No changes to the Work Plan are proposed at this time, however, we have requested ?
that the Toxicity Indicator Evaluations (TIES) in the Phase I River Study be )

eliminated based upon the results of the Aquatic Baseline Ecological Risk Assessment, !

submitted on March 29.. Cans brsewess
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9.0 OTHER COMMENTS

c A AR DECSIGY

Ciba intends to ask for an extension on the Pawtuxet River CMS Report into August. §=17-%¢
We will provide our reasons in a detailed letter to follow.
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Ciba- Monthly Report Distribution List

Mr. Frank Battaglia (Fedx 2 copies)
USEPA Region I (w)
Waste Management Building

90 Canal Street

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 573-9643

(617) 573-9662 Fax

Ms. Doris Aschman

RIDEM (W)
Division of Site Remediation

291 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908-5767
(401) 277-3872 Ext. 7103

Mr. Ed Garland '
HydroQual, Inc. (w/0)
1 Lethbridge Plaza '
Mahwah, NJ 07430

(201) 529-5151

(201) 529-5728 Fax

Mr. Tom Marshall

PTRL Environmental Services (w/0)
Four Oaks Center

1942 Oak Ridge Turnpike

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

(615) 482-4337

(615) 482-4514 Fax

Mr. Mark Houlday
Woodward-Clyde Consultants (w)
One Cranberry Hill

Lexington, MA 02173

(617) 863-0667

(617) 863-0807 Fax
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